
FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL (BOARDING) 
Well… it has been a long, long term. The second half of the 
Autumn Term is always a busy and exciting one, but it can be 
tough as well, as the work begins to build up, people become 
busier, and, particularly in November, everyone is starting to 
get a bit tired. Nonetheless, so many fabulous things are in this 
newsletter, and this is testament to the efforts and dedication 
of our boarders and the staff I am lucky to have supporting 
them and living alongside them. 

The Christmas celebrations help to lighten people’s spirits, and 
it was fantastic to see so many boarders involved in our 
Christmas Tree decorating evening, where the Christmas 
tunes were blaring, and the atmosphere and sense of 
community was just fabulous, friendly, and relaxed.  

This term has seen a great number of trips, from going to the 
famous Science Museum, various shows (The Lion King, A 
Christmas Carol and the Nutcracker) to physical activities such 
as ice-skating. Every weekend there has been something 
happening, and on top of this, we have enjoyed a great 
Christmas Party, some fabulous movie nights and quiz nights, 

as well as enduring Kyle’s karaoke skills! 

The most exciting development this term, though, has to have 
been the increased involvement of our boarders in great 
charitable initiatives. From the second visit to AAA, to 
litterpicking at the weekend, to helping the Oasis Trust set up 
for their Christmas Fair or to stock their all-important food bank 
for the weekend, our boarders are learning about how they can 
make a difference, as well as learning about teamwork, and 
their own sense of responsibility and initiative.  

As well as friendship, boarders are 
developing values in themselves such as 
kindness, respect, and a sense of 
personal independence. Well done to all 
involved in these important  occasions.  

 

                            

Assistant Principal (Boarding) 
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FROM THE VICE-PRINCIPAL (PASTORAL) 
This has been a hugely successful term for all the boarders, the Christmas holiday may be the 
first time that some of the boarders have returned home and I hope that you enjoy a wonderful 
break with your sons and daughters.  
I hope that they return full of stories about their time here in DLD and London.  
There have been so many activities over the term which has allowed them to form their inde-
pendence in both study and living.  
We truly believe that education is not only in the classroom and the lessons that are learnt whilst 
in their DLD home provide a unique context in which they can develop as individuals. We are 
proud of the different support structures that we have around your sons and daughters and hope 
that this support reflects in your conversations with them. I wish you a wonderful break and a 
great 2019. 

 

 

Tom Hadcroft 
Vice Principal 

(Pastoral) 
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Boarders helpiŶg set up for a Christŵas Fair ǁith loĐal Đharity, Oasis 
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We were delighted to see the 
start of students volunteering 
this term at Waterloo Food 
Bank. More people than is 
proper rely on our local Food 
Bank to feed themselves, 
and the service has seen a 
sharp rise in usage in the last 
year.  It is great to see our 
boarders actively involved in 
supporting the work of the 
foodbank to serve their local 
community, and we hope this 
is the start of many more 
volunteering opportunities to 
come 

This term we have seen four Huddles 
completing AS Tracking, a pastoral 
tool that allows us add another branch 
of pastoral care to our tree. This 
tracking continues while the students 
are with us and allows us to guide 
students onto better paths and equip 
them with the skills they need once 
they leave DLD. This term it has been 
really successful and I look forward to 
seeing the project 
progress over the 
coming months and 
years.  

Nicola Borland 
Senior Houseparent 

AS TRACKING 

VOLUNTEERING AT WATERLOO FOOD BANK 

 



FROM MYLES’ HUDDLE 

It has been great to get to know the different individuals in my Huddle this term, they have been very 
welcoming and have helped me to enjoy my first term in DLD. I have enjoyed interesting conversation, board 
games and many belly laughs with the students and look forward to welcoming them back in the New Year for 
more of the same.  

It has been good to work with a focus group of students in developing the rewards provision in boarding. 
While still in its infancy, we look forward to continuing the development and implementation of a fair, 
encouraging and visible rewards system that supports and celebrates our boarders as they strive to achieve 
their goals.  

 

Myles Blair 

Houseparent 
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Boarders iŶdiŶg iŵe to relax iŶ  
the Fesiǀe SeasoŶ 



PLANNING FOR PARIS! 
The planning for the trip to Paris in March for Emma and Nicola's Huddle is 
beginning to take shape! Students will be taking the Eurostar from St Pancras 
International to Gare Du Nord. From there students will be taking a tour bus to see 
the sights of Paris to the Eiffel Tower were they will disembark for lunch at the food 
market which offers a variety of different French and International cuisines. Once all 
are full we will travel back to the city centre on the tour bus to view the Notre-Dame, 
visit one of the oldest book shops in Europe, Shakespeare and Company and admire 
the famous Waterlilies by Monet in the Musée de l'Orangerie.  

After a brief stop for Coffee and desert in the Tuileries Garden 
there will be shopping on The Avenue des Champs-Élysées 
followed by a three course meal in a traditional French Restaurant 
before travelling back on the Eurostar back to London. Hopefully 
the weather will be pleasant for our jam packed day! 

Emma Finnerty 
Houseparent 
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Eŵŵa s͛ Huddle 
Christŵas Party 
& SeĐret SaŶta! 

Huddle CiŶeŵa Trip 

Huddle Trip to ͚A Christŵas Carol͛ 



FOOTBALL, FOOTBALL, FOOTBALL! 
The Staf ǀs StudeŶt iǆtuƌe is alǁaǇs a highlight eǀeŶt foƌ ŵe, I ƌeallǇ eŶjoǇ seeiŶg soŵe of ouƌ ďoaƌdeƌs out oŶ 
the footďall pitĐh aŶd seeiŶg all theiƌ eŶthusiasŵ aŶd skills. No douďt that ouƌ studeŶts Đould ďe teaĐhiŶg us a 
feǁ thiŶgs oŶ the ield ǁith studeŶts ďeaiŶg us 5-ϭ, although its the faŶtasiĐ atŵospheƌe of the eǀeŶt that 
ŵakes it so speĐial.  

IŶ addiioŶ to gƌeat goals ǁe also gƌeǁ faŶtasiĐ ŵoustaĐhes aŶd ƌaised ŵoŶeǇ toǁaƌds ŵeŶ's health. This iǆtuƌe 
does so ŵuĐh ŵoƌe thaŶ just Đƌeate a gƌeat atŵospheƌe, it pƌoŵotes aŶd eŶĐouƌages ouƌ ǇouŶg ŵeŶ to take 
ŶoiĐe of ŵeŶ's health aŶd uŶdeƌstaŶd that it is alƌight to Ŷot ďe alƌight aŶd to uŶdeƌstaŶd that Ǉou aƌe Ŷot aloŶe. 
SuiĐide is all too pƌeǀaleŶt iŶ ǇouŶg ŵales aŶd its gƌeat to see the Đollege suppoƌiŶg aŶd eduĐaiŶg ouƌ ďoǇs 
aďout these pƌoďleŵs. The Đollege ƌaised aŶ iŵpƌessiǀe  aŵouŶt of ŵoŶeǇ. Make suƌe Ǉou doŶ͛t ŵiss out oŶ this 
headliŶe iǆtuƌe Ŷeǆt Ǉeaƌ!  

 

KǇle MiĐali  
Houseparent 

 

 

WHO SAYS DOGS AND CATS DON’T GET ON? 

This term has been so busy, with so many snacks, I can barely remember 
everything that has happened. There have been so many trips and 
activities, the boarders have hardly had time to feed me the usual tasty 
treats, You will understand how aggrieved I feel about this.  

That said,  this photo does go to prove that cats and dogs can get along. 
Merry Christmas! Save me some turkey please. 

Sasha Taylor 

The “DLD Dog” 
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EŶglaŶd V Croaia  
at Weŵďley iŶ Noǀeŵďer 



BOARDERS’ TRIPS 

As the eŶd of the iƌst teƌŵ looŵs, the HousepaƌeŶts aƌe ďusǇ plaŶŶiŶg tƌips aŶd aĐiǀiies foƌ Ŷeǆt teƌŵ. Ouƌ autuŵŶ tƌips 
ǁeƌe a huge suĐĐess, aŶd Ŷeǁ aŶd ƌetuƌŶiŶg studeŶts eŶjoǇed a ǀaƌied pƌogƌaŵŵe of eǆĐiiŶg eǀeŶts suĐh as theatƌe shoǁs 
aŶd iŶteƌŶaioŶal footďall at WeŵďleǇ, ďoŶiƌe Ŷight iƌeǁoƌks aŶd iĐe skaiŶg at The Toǁeƌ of LoŶdoŶ, plus desigŶeƌ shoppiŶg 
at BiĐesteƌ Village aŶd a Go KaƌiŶg touƌŶaŵeŶt. MaŶǇ thaŶks to all of the BoaƌdiŶg teaŵ, College staf aŶd ǀoluŶteeƌs ǁho 
suppoƌted these tƌips. 

EaĐh Huddle HousepaƌeŶt has ďeeŶ ďusǇ plaŶŶiŶg a Chƌistŵas tƌip foƌ theiƌ oǁŶ Huddle aŶd as a ƌesult ǁe haǀe had: ďoǁliŶg 
jaguaƌs, siŶgiŶg Llaŵas, theatƌe goiŶg laŵiŶgos, suppeƌ paƌtǇ stallioŶs, ŵoǀie ǁatĐhiŶg OlǇŵpiaŶs aŶd taƌtaŶ OϮ touƌeƌs…!  

The feedďaĐk fƌoŵ ouƌ studeŶts ŵake all of the plaŶŶiŶg aŶd pƌepaƌaioŶ foƌ ouƌ tƌips ǁoƌthǁhile. BoaƌdiŶg staf see the 
ďeŶeits of pƌoǀidiŶg a ǁide aŶd ǀaƌied pƌogƌaŵŵe thƌoughout the Ǉeaƌ as Ŷeǁ studeŶt fƌieŶdships aƌe foƌged, Đultuƌal 
eǆpeƌieŶĐes aŶd ŶuaŶĐes aƌe eǆĐhaŶged, laughteƌ aŶd happiŶess is shaƌed aŶd ŵaŶǇ lasiŶg ŵeŵoƌies aƌe ŵade.  

Ouƌ SpƌiŶg ϮϬϭ9 tƌip pƌogƌaŵŵe is Ŷoǁ ďeiŶg adǀeƌised aŶd studeŶts aƌe iŶǀited to sigŶ up foƌ a ǀaƌied pƌogƌaŵŵe ƌaŶgiŶg 
fƌoŵ a thƌee daǇ ŵeditaioŶ Đouƌse to a ǁhole daǇ of paiŶtďalliŶg oƌ peƌhaps theǇ ŵight eŶjoǇ a ĐlassiĐal ĐoŶĐeƌt at the ‘oǇal 
Alďeƌt Hall oƌ a tƌip to LoŶdoŶ )oo. 

PlaĐes foƌ soŵe of ouƌ tƌips aƌe liŵited aŶd theǇ get ďooked ǀeƌǇ eaƌlǇ, so please studeŶts, sigŶ up as sooŶ as possiďle to 
guaƌaŶtee Ǉouƌ ateŶdaŶĐe. 

 

Sheila Price 
Houseparent Sheila’s 

Bowling 
Huddle 
Trip ! 
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IĐe SkaiŶg at the Toǁer of LoŶdoŶ 



FROM JAN’S HUDDLE 

Ouƌ ǇouŶgest giƌls͛ Huddle haǀe ƌeallǇ goteŶ iŶto the Chƌistŵas spiƌit this ŵoŶth. We haǀe a SeĐƌet SaŶta gƌoup, adǀeŶt 
ĐaleŶdaƌs aŶd Chƌistŵas tƌees iŶ ouƌ ĐoŵŵoŶ ƌooŵs, aŶd a tƌip plaŶŶed to the iĐoŶiĐ OϮ aƌeŶa iŶ the iŶal ǁeek of teƌŵ.  

These giƌls alƌeadǇ feel like a gƌoup ǁho haǀe kŶoǁŶ eaĐh otheƌ foƌ ŵuĐh loŶgeƌ thaŶ a teƌŵ so it ǁill ďe a loǀelǇ ǁaǇ to 
Đeleďƌate togetheƌ ďefoƌe eǀeƌǇoŶe heads of hoŵe foƌ soŵe ǁell deseƌǀed faŵilǇ iŵe. 

 

 

Jan Haines 
Houseparent 
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Boarders preseŶiŶg at the 
Christŵas BusiŶess Fair 

JaŶ’s Christŵas Huddle Trip 
ǁas to the World-faŵous 
OϮ, for food aŶd a ŵoǀie 
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MY ROLE AS A HOUSE TUTOR! 
BeiŶg a House Tutoƌ foƌ the iƌst iŵe has ďeeŶ aŶ aŵaziŶg oppoƌtuŶitǇ to iŶteƌaĐt ǁith the studeŶts iŶ a ĐoŵpletelǇ 
difeƌeŶt ǁaǇ thaŶ duƌiŶg the Đollege daǇ.  It ŵeaŶs stƌaddliŶg the liŶe ďetǁeeŶ ďeiŶg at sĐhool aŶd ďeiŶg at ͚hoŵe-aǁaǇ-

fƌoŵ-hoŵe͛.  StudǇ iŵe is Ŷot a lessoŶ aŶd ofeƌs the Boaƌdeƌs a ĐhaŶĐe to pƌaĐiĐe ǁoƌkiŶg iŶdepeŶdeŶtlǇ ďut ǁith the 
added suppoƌt of aŶ adult ǁho ĐaŶ help, if theǇ Ŷeed it, aŶd to keep theŵ oŶ tƌaĐk if theǇ that too. It͛s also gƌeat foƌ a 
heated deďate oƌ tǁo.  

OŶĐe studǇ is iŶished, that͛s ǁheŶ the fuŶ staƌts! DLD studeŶts aƌe alǁaǇs iŶteƌesiŶg aŶd iŶteƌested aŶd it is a pƌiǀilege to 
ĐoŶŶeĐt ǁith theŵ oǀeƌ soŵethiŶg that theǇ aƌe passioŶate aďout, aŶd to get sĐhooled ďǇ theŵ oŶ theiƌ speĐialist suďjeĐt 
ǁhetheƌ that͛s ďǇ ĐhaiŶg aďout Ŷeǁ ŵusiĐ oƌ geiŶg thƌashed at PiŶg PoŶg. It ĐaŶ ďe easǇ to oŶlǇ see oŶe diŵeŶsioŶ of a 
studeŶt, aŶd ǁheŶ ǁe aƌe pushiŶg theŵ to ataiŶ iŶ lessoŶs ǁe doŶ͛t alǁaǇs ŵeet the ƌeal theŵ.  Huddle ƌegistƌaioŶ also 
lets ŵe see these ǁild aŶiŵals iŶ theiƌ Ŷatuƌal haďitat ;the Huddle I͛ŵ paƌt of aƌe the Jaguaƌs!Ϳ aŶd ofeƌs aŶotheƌ 
eŶǀiƌoŶŵeŶt ǁheƌe ǁe ĐaŶ ŵeet, talk, plaǇ aŶd ;hopefullǇ, foƌ theŵͿ setle doǁŶ aŶd get ƌeadǇ foƌ the Ŷeǆt daǇ ahead. 

BeiŶg a House Tutoƌ has iŶtƌoduĐed ŵe to a ǁhole Ŷeǁ set of studeŶts ;ŵaŶǇ of ǁhoŵ I ŵight oŶlǇ see iŶ passiŶg aƌouŶd 
the ĐollegeͿ aŶd is a gƌeat aŶd fƌeƋueŶt ƌeŵiŶdeƌ foƌ ŵe that ǁe aƌe pƌepaƌiŶg these ǇouŶg people foƌ theiƌ ǁhole liǀes, aŶd 
Ŷot just foƌ aŶ eǆaŵ. 

Mark Johnson 

House Tutor (Sheila’s Huddle) 

& Head of Wellbeing 

Mark joiŶed Sheila͛s Huddle Trip ďoǁliŶg at ElephaŶt aŶd 
Castle last ǁeek, doŶŶiŶg this fetĐhiŶg Jaguar Đostuŵe 

HousepareŶts:  
+ϰϰ ϳϴϴϬ ϬϯϮ ϴϮϮ 

housepareŶts@dld.org 

AFTER ϭϭPM – TELEPHONE ONLY 
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Singalong Movie Trips! 

Nicola’s Huddle— Frozen Singalong 

Boarders’ Committee—Greatest Showman 
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CHRISTMAS DINNER AND DISCO! 
Foƌ ŵaŶǇ of ouƌ iŶteƌŶaioŶal ďoaƌdeƌs this ǁas the iƌst iŵe theǇ haǀe eǆpeƌieŶĐed a 

fesiǀe eǀeŶiŶg iŶdulgiŶg iŶ a tƌadiioŶal Bƌiish Chƌistŵas. A ǁhole ‘oast TuƌkeǇ ǁith 

all the tƌiŵŵiŶgs, fƌeshlǇ ŵade ǁaƌŵ ŵiŶĐe pies, ĐupĐakes ǁith a ŵouŶtaiŶ of 

fƌosiŶg... PaƌtǇ poppeƌs ǁeƌe eŶjoǇed ďǇ the adults ŵoƌe thaŶ the kids... 

 Folloǁed ďǇ a disĐo iŶ the theatƌe ǁhiĐh ǁas DJ͛d ďǇ the studeŶts, daŶĐiŶg iŶto the 

eǀeŶiŶg to Chƌistŵas SoŶgs aŶd ďuƌŶiŶg of those sugaƌǇ Đakes...  

A ďig thaŶk Ǉou to all the ĐateƌiŶg staf ǁho haǀe ǁoƌked so 

haƌd thƌoughout the Ǉeaƌ aŶd pƌepaƌiŶg a loǀelǇ Chƌistŵas 

ŵeal. MeƌƌǇ Chƌistŵas! 

Amina Sidat 

Assistant Houseparent 

(Nicola’s Huddle) 

 

 


